
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 5:00 PM 

Council Chambers – 75 N Bonson St. 
and Via Zoom 

 
 

MINUTES 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Killian at Time 5:13 

Members present:  Prohaska, Frieders, Mariskanish 
Staff Present:  Riniker, Aulik 
 

Approval of Minutes from June 16, 2020 
Motion by Prohaska, Second by Frieders.  Voice vote, motion carried. 
 

Introduction of new Commission Member 
 Beth Frieders introduced herself to the Commission. 
 
Discussion and Updates  

a. Update on Historic Nominations 
Aulik informed the commission that the nominations were still in the queue to be 
reviewed at the State. 
 

b. Discussion regarding the “east porch” on 335 W Division St  
Aulik reviewed the timeline regarding 335 Division St.  She presented the question – 
does HPC have the authority to require the “east porch” to be replaced. She presented a 
Pre-1984 property record card showing the “east porch” as a separate porch from the 
front porch with concrete underneath.  Aulik stated again, as in the June meeting, that 
the City would legally have a hard time trying to require the property owner to replace 
that porch based on the language of the easement – which is the only authority HPC has 
on that property.  
 
Prohaska expressed his opinion the City was negligent when writing the easement and 
he reviewed additional photos of the property (included in the meeting packet).  Riniker 
was asked if the property would no longer be considered contributing to the Division St 
Historic District if the east porch is not replaced. He will review. The property owner will 
already be replacing the front porch.  At this time, the City is not expecting another 
Certificate of Appropriateness to be applied for by the property owner for the current 
work being done. 

 
Next Meeting Date 
August 18, 2020 
 
Adjourn 
Motion to adjourn by Prohaska, second by Frieders.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 









Applicant(s): 

Laura Graney  
PO Box 240 
Platteville, WI  
608-642-0464  
 lagraney@yahoo.com 
 
Kristal Prohaska 
280 Division Street 
Platteville, WI 
608-732-4238 
prohaskakristal@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Teresa Burns 
1190 Union Street 
Platteville 53818 
608 642 1308 
burnst@uwplatt.edu 
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What do you know about the history of the property? 
-Before European conquest, likely before 1000 C.E.:  Indigenous peoples, likely ancestors of present-day 
Ho-Chunk, build mounds on the park.  These mounds were somewhat leveled in 1918 (see entries 
below), and 1 to 1.5 feet of fill added. (When the street work was done in the spring of 2019 by the city 
of Platteville, an archeologist was required to be on site. It is at that time, that photographic proof of the 
fill was taken. This would coincide with the City of Platteville’s Common Council Agenda of April 13, 
1918.)  Source of photographic documentation, Kristal Prohaska. 
 
-The current park was a burial ground for Native Americans.  Source:   Capital Times, Dec. 12, 1962; The 
Platteville Journal, April 3, 1975; The Platteville Journal, “White People are Buried There” by Laura 
Graney, April 8, 1975. The following persons independently concerning the conical mound:  Marjory 
Lathrop (Dana) Livingston, as recorded by her niece, Kay Tiedemann; Mary Toomey Rouse, as told to her 
granddaughter, Doris Rouse Scheil; Laura Graney as told to her son Richard Graney. Platteville 
elementary school teacher Beulah Berry and others would take classes over to the park to talk about the 
Indian mound. (Concerning Native Americans in the Platteville Area: History of Native Americans in the 
Platteville area, The Wisconsin Archeologist, Vol. 15 December, No 4 by C.E. Brown and A. O Barton; 
Native American Lead Mining in the Galena River Valley and the Potential for Archaeological Research, 
by Phillip G. Millhouse.)  
 
-There also exists a large flat limestone capstone that is engraved with letters within the park.  The date 
of this stone and who is buried there has been illegible for years. 
 
-1836 Following what is known as the “Original Plan of the Village of Platteville”, the following year this 
survey was enlarged.  Source:  City of Platteville, Grant County, Wisconsin, Intensive Survey Report, 
October 2005. Twenty-eight lots were added to the city with this addition including the area where 
Indian Park is located.  Source: History of Old Platteville 1827-1835 by James A. Wilgus from the 
Wisconsin Magazine of History, Vol. 28. No. 1 (Sep.1944) page 80. 

-Victims of the small pox epidemic in Platteville (from December of 1843 to February of 1844) were 
buried at the Fourth Street site. Source:  Capital Times, Dec. 12, 1962; (Small pox epidemic in Platteville; 
Early Days in Platteville, by D.J. Gardner, Truman O. Douglass, Maria Greene Douglass, reprinted from 
the Wisconsin Magazine of History, Vol. VI, Number 1, September 1922.) 

-Powder mill explosions (beginning in 1849) added to the cemetery population.  Source:  Capital Times, 
Dec. 12, 1962. (Powder Mill Explosions in Platteville - History of Grant County, Wisconsin, Holford, 
1900.) 

-In February of 1848, John Rountree deeds the land to the German Presbyterian Church for use as a 
burial ground.  The deed also indicates that the land “shall be at this time and forever remain a public 
burial ground for the interment of the dead.”  Source:  Deed, Grant County, Wisconsin, Register of 
Deeds.   

-Rev. John Lewis becomes installed as the Presbyterian Church pastor in 1848.  Source:  The 
Congregational Church of Platteville.  Brief synopsis of its history; History of Grant County, Holford, 
1900. 



 *Rev. Lewis assisted with this transition of the church in 1849.  Rev. Lewis also teaches at the first 
Academy with Josiah Pickard.  Source:  History of the Platteville Academy by James Alva Wilgus; 
Personnel Recollections of Platteville by Maria Green Douglass; Summary History of the Synod of the 
West by Joseph L. Mihelec. 

*Slavery divides the church and by a special act of the 1849 State Legislature, Chapter 25, the church 
changes its name and form of government from Presbyterian to Congregational.  Source:  

-July 1849, the trustees of the Presbyterian Church transfer ownership of the church property, including 
the “one- acre lot intended, described, and used for public burying ground” 

 to the Congregational Church for the sum of one dollar.  Sources:  Deed, Grant County, Wisconsin, 
Register of Deeds; Cemeteries Article by J.W. Murphy, Platteville, Wisconsin RE:  Local Cemeteries, 
Southwest Wisconsin Room, UW-Platteville. 

*Josiah Pickard is one of the trustees of the Presbyterian Church.  Source:  Deed, Grant County, 
Wisconsin, Register of Deeds. 

-1850, Thomas Paine Aiken and Eleanor Donelson pass away due to the cholera epidemic of 1850. They 
are both buried in the cemetery (now Indian Park).  Sources:  Grant County Genealogical Society; 
(Cholera in Platteville, Wisconsin; History of Grant County, Wisconsin, Holford, 1900.) 

Thomas Paine Aiken family history; The Platteville Journal, April 3, 1975; The Platteville Journal, April 8, 
1975. The Platteville Journal, July 1976.  (Platteville cholera epidemic sources:  The Capital Times, Dec. 
12, 1962; Depression in Pioneer Days –The James Ryerson Kays Story.) 

 *Thomas Aiken is also a veteran of the War of 1812.  Sources:  Daughters of the War of 1812; and 
Thomas Paine Aiken family history. 

- References to the cemetery calling it “Hill Graveyard”.  Sources:  Independent American newspaper, 
November 11, 1853 and October 20, 1854. 

-1855 John Rountree deeds 21 acres to John Lewis “less one acre” which was deeded to the trustees of 
the Presbyterian Church on February 22, 1848.  Source:  Register of Deeds, Grant County, Wisconsin. 

-1861 A delinquent tax document shows the sale of the cemetery for 1857 delinquent taxes.  W.R. Beach 
represented Grant County in the purchase of this parcel.  Source; Tax roll, Grant County, Wisconsin.  

-1869 Eliphalet W. Covell and Rebecca P. and Electa Lewis (Rev. John Lewis’s wife) quit claim deed to 
John Rountree for $50.  (Note:  Neither the Covell’s or Electa owned the cemetery.)  Source:  Register of 
Deeds, Grant County Wisconsin. 

-1895 and 1900 tax rolls indicate the land is in John Rountree’s estate.  Source: Tax rolls, Grant County 
Wisconsin. 

-1898 Newspaper article from the Grant County Witness indicates that approximately 30 burials were 
made in this cemetery.  Source:  Grant County Witness, May 11, 1898. 

-1901 A lien is recorded by E.B. Rice for compensation for materials, labor and attorney fees for the 
caring of the “Presbyterian burying ground.”  Source:  Deed, Grant County, Wisconsin, Register of Deeds. 



1901 O.W. Barret purchases the cemetery from E.B. Rice and Della Rice for $500.00.  Source:  Deed, 
Grant County, Wisconsin, Register of Deeds. 

-1901 & 1902 Tax rolls show O.W. Barrett as the owner but no taxes were paid as the said property is a 
“cemetery” and “graveyard”.  Source:  Tax rolls, Grant County, Wisconsin 

-1903 Tax roll record is left blank.  Source:  Tax rolls, Grant County, Wisconsin. 

-1904 Tax rolls indicate the property is now “public property”.  Source:  Tax rolls, Grant County, 
Wisconsin. 

-1907 thru 1910 the property is listed as “Public Property”.  Source:  Tax rolls, Grant County, Wisconsin. 

-1911 thru 1919 the property is listed as “Unknown Owner”.  Source:  Tax rolls, Grant County, 
Wisconsin. 

-1917 June 1, 1917 In Chapter 307, Laws of 1917, in an act by the state the cemetery becomes the 
property of the city of Platteville Source:  Platteville Paper, June 1, 1917; Wisconsin State Legislature 
website. 

-1918 Common Council votes to remove and rebury bodies found in “Rountree Park” and authorizes the 
Rountree Park Committee to “level the surface of the ground”.  Source:  Common Council Minutes dated 
April 3, 1918, city of Platteville, Wisconsin.    

-1920 thru 1923 property is listed as “Park lots”.  Source:  Tax rolls, Grant County, Wisconsin. 

-1924 thru 1928 property is listed as “City Park”.  Source:  Tax rolls, Grant County, Wisconsin. 

-1929 thru 1961 property is listed as “North Park”.  Source:  Tax rolls, Grant County, Wisconsin. 

-1959 The common council asks then city attorney Robert C. Block to secure an abstract of the property 
(then known as “North Park”).  The purpose of this was for “ascertaining the status of the title so that a 
decision could be made as to whether or not the City should sell the property as building lots.  Source:  
Letter to Mr. Lawrence C. Kindschi, City Clerk, Platteville, Wisconsin dated November 10, 1959. 

-1986 City of Platteville applies for the removal of interior lot lines to create one lot.  Source:  Register of 
Deeds, Grant County, WI. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1908 Sanborn Map=Platteville---Henrys Addition 
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/fullbrowser/collection/maps/id/9347/rv/compoundobject/cpd
/9355/rec/4 

Showing 335 Division street 

Having a wrap porch on the north and east sides and an enclosed porch on the east south east 

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/fullbrowser/collection/maps/id/9347/rv/compoundobject/cpd/9355/rec/4
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/fullbrowser/collection/maps/id/9347/rv/compoundobject/cpd/9355/rec/4
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RE: historic easement

William S. Cole <WCole@axley.com>
Thu 8/6/2020 2:09 PM
To:  Joe Carroll <carrollj@platteville.org>
Cc:  Richard Riniker <rinikerr@platteville.org>; Lauree Aulik <aulikl@platteville.org>; Megan J. Jerke <MJerke@axley.com>

Joe,
            The City would enforce the easement pursuant to sec�on 8 by commencing an ac�on in Grant
County circuit court asking the court to enjoin the owner from viola�ng the easement and ordering the
preserva�on of the wrap around porch.  The property owner would undoubtedly assert the easement
expressly excludes “the porch addi�on on the East side of the building”.
            In speaking with you I understand at the �me the easement was dra�ed the City did not believe
the eastern por�on of the wrap around porch was original to the structure; and, therefore, the city
intended the easement to exclude the eastern por�on of the wrap around porch.  The City subsequently
learned that por�on of the porch was, in fact, original and that a rear eastern porch was added later.
            The court would decide the case based on what it deemed to be the inten�on of the par�es at
the �me the easement was dra�ed.  To do this it first reads the language of the easement itself.  If it
determines the language is suscep�ble to more than one reasonable interpreta�on, it receives parol
evidence as to the par�es’ inten�ons.  This would involve witness tes�mony, other documents, etc. 
Unfortunately, it sounds like if city officials were called to tes�fy they would state the city intended to
exclude the eastern por�on of the wrap around porch from the easement, not the rear porch.  While
this intent was based on a misunderstanding of the history of the structure, it nonetheless was what the
par�es intended. 

For this reason, absent other informa�on to indicate the par�es actually intended to exclude the
rear porch, I believe any ac�on to enforce the easement with regard to the wrap around porch would be
unlikely to succeed.  As we discussed any a�empt to require preserva�on would be be�er directed
through mechanisms other than the easement.  I understand the structure is listed on the state/federal
registry.  Accordingly, the appropriate state and/or federal officials should be consulted to determine
whether they would enforce the requirements of the historic designa�on against the property owner.
            As always, feel free to call should you have any ques�ons or concerns.
 
Bill

William S. Cole
Phone: 608.283.6766

Axley Brynelson, LLP

From: Joe Carroll <carrollj@pla�eville.org> 
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2020 9:39 AM
To: William S. Cole <WCole@axley.com>
Cc: Richard Riniker <rinikerr@pla�eville.org>; Lauree Aulik <aulikl@pla�eville.org>
Subject: historic easement
 
Bill,
 
I have a ques�on regarding a historic easement.
 
Back in 2014, the City obtained several residen�al proper�es through a legal judgement, and later went through
an RFP process to sell them to developers.  One of those proper�es is located at 335 Division Street, which is

laulik
Highlight
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located in a State/Na�onal historic district.  Due to a State law, we had to document the condi�on of the house
with photos and place an easement on the property that would maintain the historic characteris�cs of the house
before we could sell the property. 
 
The easement was based on a model provided by the State Historical Society, and the State was ini�ally going to
be the holder of the easement.  The State later decided they were not interested and suggested the City hold the
easement, which is how the final easement was dra�ed.  During discussions with the State, they suggested that
the easement should include excep�ons for por�ons/features of the house that are not original to the building. 
Also at this �me the Historic Preserva�on Commission was discussing the easement and the property, and the
City also had preliminary discussions with the developer that was selected through the RFP process.  Based on
these discussions, the photo documenta�on of the property, and the assessor’s records, a list of exempt features
of the house was developed and included in the easement (page 1 – specific exclusions).   This list includes “the
porch addi�on on the East side of the building”.  The recorded easement is a�ached.
 
The developer began work on the property, which included removal of the siding and removal of the front porch
(which wrapped around to the East side of the house).  The developer had planned on replacing the porch as it
was.  The developer ended up losing the property through a foreclosure process and the property sold at a sheriff
sale earlier this year.  The current owner has now begun efforts to complete the construc�on.  Based on the
language in the easement, the developer is proposing to replace the porch on the front of the house, but not the
wrap-around por�on that was on the East side.  Staff confirmed with the new owner that this was adequate
based on the language in the easement.
 
A member of the Historic Preserva�on Commission has completed some addi�onal research on the property and
found a 1908 Sanborn Fire map which shows that the wrap-around porch, including the por�on on the east side,
was original to the house.  The map also shows another smaller porch on the east side that had been enclosed at
some point in the past.  The Commission believes that this smaller porch is the porch on the east side that is
excluded, but the wrap-around por�on of the front porch on the east side should be replaced. 
 
At the �me the City acquired the property, there was no visual indica�on that there was another smaller porch on
the property.  The assessor’s plan drawing of the property indicates a dis�nc�on between the front porch and the
wrap-around porch on the east side because part of it is labeled “concrete slab, roof over” with a line separa�ng
that from the front porch.  The plan also doesn’t show another east side porch.  The photos provide no indica�on
of another porch.  For these reasons, the Staff agreed with the new owner’s interpreta�on of the easement. 
 
The ques�on at this point is how to enforce the easement.  The language as wri�en doesn’t specify or further
define what “the porch addi�on on the East side of the building” means, so Staff is concerned about our ability to
enforce the need to re-install the full wrap-around porch.
 
Any guidance or sugges�ons you can provide would be welcome.  I will need a response in wri�ng that I can
provide to the Commission.  Let me know if you have ques�ons or need addi�onal informa�on. 
 
Thanks.
 
Joe Carroll
Community Development Director
City of Pla�eville
75 N. Bonson Street – PO Box 780 | Pla�eville, WI 53818
608-348-9741 x 2235 
carrollj@pla�eville.org | www.pla�eville.org
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