
 

Take the 10- Minute WaterSense Challenge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did You Know 
 

that easy-to-fix water leaks account for 
more than 1 trillion gallons of water 
wasted each year in U.S. homes? In 
fact, the average household leaks more 
than 10,000 gallons of water per year, 
or the amount of water it takes to wash 
270 loads of laundry, and could be 
costing you an extra 10 percent on 
your water bills. 

 
In just 10 minutes, you can search your 
home for leaks and crack down on water 
waste. Many common household leaks 
are quick to find and easy to fix. Worn 
toilet flappers, dripping faucets, and 
leaking showerheads all are easily 
correctable and can save on your utility 
bill expenses and water in your 
community. 

 
So put on your detective hat, lace up 
your running shoes, and take this 
10-minute challenge to detect and 
chase down leaks! 

 
www.epa.gov/watersense/fixaleak 

 

Start by Gathering Clues 
 
These clues can help you detect leaks before you even start investigating 
your home. 
 

 Check Your Utility Bill   
 

Examine your utility. Use the following as a guideline for 
usage. Average usage for an adult is 200 cubic feet per 
month and small children 100 cubic feet. Look for spikes in 
your water bill. College students will notice spikes when you 
return from summer break and after winter break. 
 

# Persons  Avg Usage  Monthly Bill 

1  200  $            59.31 

2  400  $            77.71 

3  600  $            96.11 

4  800  $         114.51 

 
 

Take a Toilet Test   
 
Put a few drops of food coloring or dark-colored soda into  
the tank at the back of your toilet and let it sit for 15 to 20 
minutes. Do not flush. If the color shows up in the bowl,  
your toilet is silently leaking and costing you money.

 
 
 
 

Stop Jiggling the Toilet Handle! 
 

If you can hear your toilet running, you could be using up 
to 5 gallons of water – per minute! 

 
 

While you’re waiting to see if your toilet has a leak, 
walk around your house with the checklist on the 
next page and see if you can chase down any other 
water wasters. 



 

Checklist for Chasing Down Leaks 
 

 

Here are some of the places leaks may be hiding in your home. 
 

Some leaks require a simple fix—a worn toilet flapper, loose pipe connection, or showerhead with stray spray. But you may want to 
consult a licensed plumber to stop your running toilet, broken sprinklers, water heater drips, or malfunctioning water supply lines. Take a 
quick inventory of clues to water waste: 

 
IN THE BATHROOM  IN THE KITCHEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE LAUNDRY OR UTILITY ROOM  IN THE BASEMENT OR UTILITY ROOM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DON’T FORGET TO GO OUTSIDE FOR THE KIDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THROUGHOUT THE HOUSE MARK AN X FOR LEAKS 


